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Black Healthcare Awards 2026 celebrates a night of excellence,
legacy and leadership across UK health and care

The Black Healthcare Awards 2026 took place on Friday 4™ of July at the Royal Lancaster
London, bringing together more than 450 guests in black tie for an unforgettable evening
honouring the doctors, nurses, community leaders and changemakers who are transforming
healthcare for Black communities across the UK.

From the first moment to the last, the energy in the room was unmatched. A live band,
dancing and one emotional highlight after another made for a night of both tears and
laughter, and above all a room full of people finally being seen and celebrated for the work
they do every single day. Held as the final Black Healthcare Awards before the Caribbean &
African Health Network (CAHN) enters its tenth year, the ceremony carried particular
significance, marking both a celebration of achievement and a tribute to a legacy of service,
resilience and leadership that continues to shape health and care for future generations.

The evening was rich with memorable moments such as when guests rose in a heartfelt
standing ovation for Baroness Lawrence of Clarendon, CAHN’s announcement of the
appointment of Her Excellency Professor Olufolake Abdulrazaq, First Lady of Kwara State,
as its first International Patron. There was warm celebration too for Sir Patrick Vernon OBE
on receiving his knighthood, recognition of the Health Hour volunteers, and a moving tribute
as the Special Recognition Award was presented posthumously to Dr Aggrey Burke in
honour of his lasting contribution.

Among the evening's most significant honours, the Lifetime Achievement in Black Health
award was presented to Professor Dame ljeoma Uchegbu DBE and Professor Martin
Griffiths, while Lady Anne Welsh was among the distinguished guests who took to the stage
to present awards, presenting the Health Research & Life Sciences Award. These were just
some of the highlights of an evening filled with recognition, celebration and pride from
beginning to end.

The 2026 winners

CAHN is proud to congratulate all of this year's winners, whose work is advancing patient
care, health equity and the next generation of leadership:

e Academic Excellence in Health Education — Professor Calvin Moorley

e Allied Health Professional of the Year — Mr Favour Okunade

e Black Student of the Year — Mrs Salome Enoshi Uwah

e Emerging Health Leader of the Year — Mrs Nicole Lawal

o Executive Leader, Livingbridge Awards — Ms Karen Bonner MBE

e Health Innovation & Systems — Dr Salwa Elmamoun

o Health Research & Life Sciences — Dr Veline L’Esperance

¢ Health Support Professional of the Year — Miss Christina Brown

e HIV & Sexual Health Leadership Award — Mr Marc Thompson

o Laboratory & Diagnostics Excellence — Dr Oliver Chukwuma Orji

o Lifetime Achievement in Black Health — Professor Dame ljeoma Uchegbu and
Professor Martin Griffiths
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o Midwife of the Year, Professor Jacqueline Dunkley-Bent Award — Ms Rebecca
Gilbert and Mrs Gemma Poole

e Nursing Excellence — Mrs Evonne Hunt and Mrs Casrine Hudson-Willians

o Pharmaceutical Excellence & Access — Mrs Gracia Hyatt and Dr John Bolodeoku
e Pharmacist of the Year — Ms Tase Oputu and Dr Yeyenta Osasu

e Primary Care Professional of the Year — Dr Aziza Sesay

e Professor Kevin Fenton Award for Public Health & Equity — Ms Marlene Cato
D’Aguilar

e Specialist Clinical Leader — Dr Paul Bolaji and Dr Olubukola Ayodele

e Outstanding Contribution, IPS Employment Support — Mr Kenneth Kwogyenga
and Miss Chantelle Dillon

o Special Recognition Award — Dr Aggrey Burke (awarded posthumously)

Comments from the evening

Professor Faye Ruddock DL, Chair of CAHN, said:

“This ceremony held deep significance for our organisation. As the final awards before
CAHN enters its tenth year, it stands as a powerful reminder of the journey we have taken
and the purpose that drives us. From the beginning, we have been committed to creating
spaces where our community is recognised, supported and uplifted. We continue to confront
the inequities that shape our experiences and we ensure that our people are seen, valued
and celebrated for the impact they make every day.”

Charles Kwaku-Odoi, Chief Executive of CAHN, said:

“The Black Healthcare Awards is an exceptional event to celebrate the outstanding
contributions of Black healthcare professionals across the health sector. Their invaluable
contributions and impact span from the formation of the NHS and continue to shape the
future of healthcare across the country. These awards recognise exceptional individuals and
showcase their work to inspire others.”

Sir Patrick Vernon OBE, judge of the Black Healthcare Awards 2026, said:

“The Black Healthcare Awards 2026 was a powerful celebration of excellence, leadership
and innovation across health and care. It was inspiring to see so many outstanding
professionals recognised for their contribution to improving patient care, advancing health
equity and inspiring the next generation of leaders. Our contribution and legacy cannot be
erased from the history of the NHS. From the Windrush Generation and earlier migrant
communities who helped build and sustain the NHS, to today's leaders shaping clinical
services, policy, research, patient advocacy, safety and allied health professions, Black
healthcare professionals continue to make an indispensable contribution to the health and
wellbeing of our nation. Congratulations to CAHN, the nominees, finalists and winners for
delivering such a memorable and important occasion.”

Professor Margaret Ikpoh, patron of the Black Healthcare Awards 2026, said:

“This year's Black Healthcare Awards have shown, once again, just how deep the well of
talent, dedication and excellence runs among Black healthcare professionals across the UK.
As a Patron, it has been a privilege to witness the impact of this recognition, not just on the
individuals honoured, but on an entire community that finally sees itself celebrated. The
growth of this event year on year is proof that this was never a one-off moment, but the start
of something lasting.”

Professor Bola Owolabi CBE, patron of the Black Healthcare Awards 2026, said:
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“It was a great pleasure to be involved in this milestone event, showcasing the immense
contributions of Black healthcare professionals across multiple specialties and disciplines. It
was an invigorating, inspiring and uplifting event.”

Sponsors and supporters

The Black Healthcare Awards 2026 was made possible by the generous support of its
sponsors, Beaverbrooks, Social Finance and the University of Greater Manchester.

CAHN also extends its sincere thanks to the corporate table holders whose support helped
make the evening possible: Alive People Support Centre, Community Fund, Eagle London
Agency / Accra, Her Excellency Ambassador Professor Olufolake Abdulrazaq, Kopan
Weald, NHS Race & Health Observatory, Powerful Media, Prostate Cancer UK, Regent
College London, Royal College of Nursing, Social Finance, Vivensa Foundation and Ziproh
Limited.

Patrons

The Awards are proudly supported by CAHN's patrons: Lord Victor Adebowale, Baroness
Floella Benjamin OM DBE DL, Yvonne Coghill, Professor Jacqueline Dunkley-Bent OBE,
Cedi Frederick, Professor Kevin Fenton CBE, Dame Marie Gabriel, Professor Margaret
Ikpoh, Professor Dame Donna Kinnair, Wol Kolade CBE, Professor Patricia Miller OBE,
Professor Bola Owolabi CBE, Dr Nnenna Osuji, Professor Laura Serrant OBE and Dr Lade
Smith CBE.

Judges

CAHN thanks the 2026 judging panel for their time, expertise and commitment: Bernadette
Thompson OBE, Bimpe Kuti-Matekenya, Carina Thomas, Cindy Butts, Dr Ibrahim | Bolaji, Dr
Julie Hammond, Dr Suman Prinjah, Gary Johnston, Geeta Nayar, Jaspal Roopra, Marcus
Riddle, Marsha Jones, Michelle Cox MBE, Molly Sobola, Professor Ivan Browne OBE, Sir
Patrick Vernon OBE, Sue Bedward and Tracey MacCormack.

Use of event photography

General disclaimer: Please be mindful that any use of event photography should be done
in a respectful and considerate manner, ensuring all individuals featured are represented
appropriately. Images must not be used for commercial purposes and should only be shared
in association with the Black Healthcare Awards event and its celebration.
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Media contact

Wise Adewumi, Marketing & Media Officer
Email: wise@cahn.org.uk
Phone: 07760 850543

About CAHN

The Caribbean & African Health Network (CAHN) is a Black-led organisation on a mission to
eradicate health inequalities and wider disparities for Black Caribbean and African people in
the UK.

LinkedIn | Bluesky | Facebook | Instagram
For more information, please visit www.cahn.org.uk
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